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BOOK REVIEWS

covers one department so that an auditor or examiner or investigator
can easily refer to the department in which he is interested at the
moment. Actnal cases are continually cited so that even a layman will:
find interest in the recital.

One of the most interesting chapters for law enforcement officers as
well as for independent accountants is that on the accountant as an
expert witness. The author has hére given some invaluable advice on
all phases of the trial—from the selection of the jury to the heckling
questions of the cross-examining attorney. A eareful reading will save
some anxious moments in the ‘‘hot seat’’ of the witness stand.

This excellent book should be of value to any publie accountant, audi-
tor, bank examiner, or law enforcement investigator as well as to all
bank officers and directors. Its appendix and index make it a handy
reference book to the reader. ;
. MintoN B. DickErsoN
Asst. Prof., Business Administration 4
Michigan State College
Former Special Agent, F.B.I.

SeExvAL BEHAVIOR 1¥ THE HuMan MaLE, By Alfred C. Kinsey, Wardell
B. Pomeroy and Clyde E. Martin—W. B, Saunders Company, Phila-
delphia and London, 1948. Pp. 804 plus xv. $6.50.

Almost ‘everyone who reads this particular review will have read at
least one other review of this remarkable book. Sezxual Behguior in the
Human Male was written as a scientifie report, published by a firmly
established company with a long-time experience in seientifie materials,
and then presented and advertised following the usual proeedures for
similar reports. In spite of this conservative method, the book has beecome
not only a best seller in the field of science or non-fietion, but in the
entire publishing field. This has never occurred before. Why did it
geeur in this particular case?

The most apparent answer would be that the authors have capitalized
On 3ex, as many pseudo-scientific authors have, and presented a sensa-
tional “‘expose’” designed to appeal to the large numbers who have
bought so many of the recent historieal novels that have forsaken the
conventional battlefields for the bedroom. Nothing could be further
from the truth. This study is written with the same scientific detach-
ment and in the same unemotional style as though the report dealt with
some aspect of the geologie structure adjacent to Mammoth Cave. This
does not mean that the book is diffienlt reading. As a matter of faet, it
is far superior to most seientifie reports. The voeabulary is well-chosen ;
the authors do not suppose that all readers will have a firm grasp of all
material ever written in any of the scienees. Rather, they realize that
if they are to make an aceurate presentation of their material, it is
essential that their meaning be unohscured by the extreme use of
technical phrases that seem so to delight some authors, This type of
presentation is difficuit, yet is so well done that there is no question as
to the standing of the authors as scientists,

This repoet is based on interviews of many subjeets chosen from a
wide variety of occupations and age groups geographically seattered, and
at the same time covers all phases of the problem. Over 500 questions
were actually used, allowing extreme detail. This complete an inter-
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view wes possible only because of the eare used in developing the inter-
view and methods of recording. The resulting dsta were carefully
handled. They not only received sound statisticsl apalysis, but are
presented very completely in both tabular and graphie form. The chapter

ings will give an ides of the scopé of this work : Part I, History and
Method, commences with a chapter dealing with an Historieal Introdue-

tion, and follows this with three ¢hapters which diseuss Interviewing,

Statistical Problems, and Validity of the Data. “The chapters in Pari

TI, Factors Affecting Sexual Onutlet, coneern: Early Sexual Growth

and Aetivity, Total Sexual Outlet, ‘Age and Sexual Outlet, ‘Merital
Status snd Sexual Ontlet, Age of Adoleseence and Sexual Outlet, Social
Level end Sexual Outlet, Stability of Sexua! Patterns, Rural-Urban
Background end Sexual Outlet, and Religious Background and Sexual
Outlet. The chapters in Part III, Sources of Sexual Outlet, deal with:
Masturbation, Nocturnal Emissions, Heterosexual Petting, Pre-Marital
Intercourse, Marital Intercourse, Extra-Marital Intercourse, Intercourse
with Prostitutes, Homosexual Outlet, Animal Contacts, and Clinical
Tables. ‘

A great deal of time is spent in explaining the method used in this
study. This is excellent. It was necessary to gather the material used
through interview. It is common knowledge that an interview is not the
most relisble method of reseerch end, of course, some very casual
observers have attacked this method. The snswer to any such criticism
is very simple. First, the interview is the only method available 1o
make such & study, and, second, it is guestiongble if any other research
project has ever achieved an interview technigue so well-developed and
administered. The authors have taken the best means available and
used it in the soundest scientific manner, recognizing at the same time
the limits of their method. Even a casual reading will tell you that the
authors are not the type to be taken in by the pitfalls common to many
interviews. . :

The authors have presented here a monumental piece of work. The
data cover interviews with 12,000 persons. If they never publish again,
their reputation will stand and their book will be quoted in future
centuries. In spite of this, the present report is only the first in a
series that is planned to include one hundred thousand jnterviews cover-
ing a variety of related subjects. The importance of the entire study
cannot be estimated. Even though the sex drive is one of the most
powerful and basie in all human endeavor, we know very little about

~its true nature since it has been surrounded by a system of social pres-

T

sures that is unequaled. However, law enforcement officers Jearned long
ago that the failure to discuss sex openly does not mean that it is not
'a part of everyday life. As a matter of faet, law enforcement personnel
will be far less surprised by the findings of this report than will most
scientists. Peace officers know from their experience that sexual aetivity,
including the various sexual acts that are unlawful, is very much a part
of everyday life and that the occurrence of many of these patterns of
sexual behavior is not as infrequent as the appearance in court of these
cases would indicate. :

What will this book accomplish? A final answer is impossible, and
even conjecture is difficult. The impact has already been considerable.
Psychiatrists have hailed it as presenting material of unusual value;
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persons condueting courses in marriage problems recognize it as giving
them answers that have only been guessed at; sociologists believe that it
presents data that will aid in many phases of their field. There is no
question that it-will have many uses in the various branches of science i
concerned with human welfare. However, I believe that it will make an :
even greater contribution as a result of its wide popular interest. I be- b
lieve that it will be a definite aid in bringing the problem of sexnal © =
behavior out into the open where it may be discussed and evaluated, *
free from the restrictions that have kept it surrounded by mystical taboos - & - ..
for centuries. There is no question that sex does create many probléms, ~ - Ty g
and there is no question that these problems cannot be solved unless .~
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they are freely and openly considered. = B R e Ty
More specifieally, what will this book act mplish in the field of law =~ =
enforeement! Here we can be cértain of only one thing; any improve- = .
ments made in our laws as related to the control of sexual behavior will
be made slowly and only after impassioned speeches by many persons .
in many legislative bodies. But we must honestly face the facts, ~In
spite of the universal existence of laws forbidding prostitution, few
arrests are made, and when arrests are made, it is usually only the girl
who is arrested ; laws forbidding fornication, adultery, and many other
sexual practices appear in some form in every legal code, yet arrests
are rare even though the act is frequent. As a matter of actual faet,
very few arrests are ever made except following the complaint of a
citizen or if there is a wide disparity in the ages of the parties, or unless
some sort of force or compulsion is used, provided, of course, that the
persons involved conduet themselves quietly and do not keep the neigh-
bors awake. A
The above paragraph should net be taken to mean that I am advoeat-
ing what reformers usuaily refer to as “‘license,”” nor am I in any way
excusing the vicious eriminals who combine sex with their eriminal acts,
but I do advoeate that whenever any seetion of our laws is so far from
actnal practiee as this study shows and as law enforcement officers know
from experience, some sort of revision is necessary. Just what direetion -
this revision should take, I hesitate to say. Perhaps no one, with the
present knowledge available, could rewrite our present laws and revise
our present procedures so that they would be in a final form. However,
this report is leading the way. It presents a body of knowledge that
should be familiar to every law enforesment officer and everyone con-
cerned with the strueture or enforcement of our eriminal laws.

Ricuarp Hovcous

State University of Towa

Dseurep Pareryery Procrzoives. By Sidney B. Schatkin. Seeond
tion. Matthew Bender, New York, 1947, Pp. 614. $10.00,
contains more passages of interest fo the forensie ssrolegist
than did the first edition. Mr. Schatkin appraises the advances made in
fo -Usemlogyasf n S : b 3 AT " WA e "".::"'L_-' TR
“During the years 14-46 blood tests developed at an accelerated
pace. Whereas in 143 an inevrrectly accused man had one chance in .
thres to obtain exelusion, he now has er than an even chanee: in




